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Current estimates indicate that injection drug users (IDU) constitute a large cohort among HIV-
infected individuals with approximately 1/3™ of the total AIDS cases in the United States that are
thought to be associated with IDU. According to one prospective study, AIDS is the most
frequent cause of death among IDU. It has been clearly demonstrated that HIV-infected IDU
have substantial pre-AIDS morbidity and mortality, particularly from bacterial infections,
suggesting that co-infections with other pathogens may enhance HIV expression and assist in
the spread of the disease. This was further confirmed by a reduction in the rate of disease
progression following cessation of injection drug abuse. In recent years non-injection drug
abuse (for example methamphetamine and cocaine) has also received particular attention for
their ability to affect immune system and HIV/AIDS pathogenesis. This issue will focus on both
categories of drug abuse and their effects on immune and central nervous systems with
concurrent HIV-1 infection.
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